
1. Why has Odysseus been living on Calypso's island? 

2. Why does Odysseus have problems on his journey home? 

3. What did lotus do to the men who ate it? 

4. What does Odysseus want to do on the island of the Cyclops? 

5. What does Odysseus do to Polyphemus? 

6. Why does Odysseus not kill Polyphemus when he has the chance? 

7. How do Odysseus and his men escape Polyphemus' cave? 

8. Why is Odysseus in so much trouble for what he did to the Cyclops? 

9. How do Odysseus and his men get past the Sirens? 

10. Why is Helios mad at Odysseus' men? 

11. Why doesn't anyone recognize Odysseus when he gets home? 

12. Why doesn't Odysseus tell Penelope who he is at first? 

13. What excuse is Telemachus to give the suitors for moving their weapons? 

14. How has Penelope been delaying her marriage? 

15. What test does Penelope put before the suitors? 

16. Who is the first suitor to be killed by  Odysseus? 

17. Why couldn't Odysseus' bed be moved? 

18. What is the significance of Polyphemus' prayer to Poseidon? 

19. Who is the author of the Odyssey? 

20. When was the Odyssey wri0en, and what type of literature is it? 

21. Find and copy an example of a Homeric simile from the Odyssey. 

22. What war did Odysseus go to fight in, and on which side does he fight? 

23. What is Odysseus’ homeland? 

24. Which event in the story leads to the ul4mate downfall of Odysseus’ men? 

25. What values for men does the Odyssey reveal that the ancient Greeks had? Name at least six 

characteris4cs. A8er each characteris4c, give an example from the Odyssey to prove it. 

26. What values for women does the Odyssey reveal that the ancient Greeks had? Name at least six 

characteris4cs. A8er each characteris4c, give an example from the Odyssey to prove it. 

27. Describe the ancient Greek religion in detail based on what is revealed in the Odyssey. Write this 

answer in paragraph form. Give at least eight details, and for each detail, give the example from the 

Odyssey that demonstrates it. 
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Answer each of the following questions with complete sentence on your own paper. (Some questions will 

require more than a single sentence!) Skip lines between questions. 


