
Parallelism 
Faulty: Formerly, science was taught by the textbook method, while now the laboratory method is 

 employed.   

Corrected: Formerly, science was taught by the textbook method; now it is taught by the laboratory 

 method. 

Faulty: It was both a long ceremony and very tedious.   

Corrected: The ceremony was both long and tedious. 

Faulty: A �me not for words, but ac�on   

Corrected:  A �me not for words, but for ac�on 

Faulty: Either you must grant his request or incur his ill will.   

Corrected: You must either grant his request or incur his ill will. 

Faulty: My objec�ons are, first, the injus�ce of the measure; second, that it is uncons�tu�onal.   

Corrected: My objec�ons are, first, that the measure is unjust; second, that it is uncons�tu�onal. 

 

Re-write the following sentences to correct the errors in parallelism. 

1. In English class, Anna learned to read poems cri�cally and she appreciated good prose. 

2. Raoul's GPA is higher than Ralph. 

3. He wanted three things out of college: to learn a skill, to make good friends, and learning about 

life. 

4. Coach Espinoza was a brilliant strategist, a caring mentor, and friend. 

5. We found the film repulsive, offensive, and we thought it was embarrassing. 

6. Mr. Nguyen kept his store clean, neat, and he made it conveniently arranged. 

7. Professor Ali rewarded his students for their hard work on the final project and going beyond 

the call of duty. 

8. There's nothing I like be:er than finding a good trout stream, se;ng up camp, and to spend a 

couple of days fishing. 

9. Espinoza's style was remarkable for its dexterity, grace, and she could play any posi�on. 

10. Raoul's mo�va�on to succeed in this program seems to be greater than his sister. 

11.  Either you will begin to study now or risk failing the exam. 

12. Her condi�ons for signing the contract are, first, the commissioner has to approve the terms; 

second, that the other players must sign as well. 

13.  Carlos wasted his first year at college by not studying enough and spending too much �me at 

par�es. 

14. We cleaned our apartment, studied for our finals, and the movie was later that night.   

15. I enjoy biking, swimming, and the museum.   

16. He was scolded for being late, forge;ng his uniform, and because he le> the storage room door 

open.  

17. They use the truck to haul lumber and for commu�ng.   

18. Not only does she act in films, but writes screenplays as well.   

19. The elec�on results were surprising and a disappointment. 

20. The ac�vi�es she liked best as a child were ea�ng ice cream, collec�ng marbles, and to play her 

radio very loudly. 

21. The toddlers were lively, mischievous, and made noise. 

22. Memorizing and understanding geometry formulas is necessary, but to apply them is more 

beneficial. 

23. The personal computer increased not only his produc�vity but also improved his a;tude. 

 


